
Myths on the Overturning of Roe 

 

Myth: Abortion is now illegal in the United States.  

Now that Roe v. Wade is overturned, abortion will be governed by state laws, and for years some states 

have been legislating in a pro-life direction, and others in a pro-choice direction. 

 

Myth: Abortion is the only adequate response to vulnerable women facing unexpected pregnancies  

What about offering her resources and support? What about guiding her through the process of carrying 
her child to term and putting it up for adoption, should she so choose? Several parishes in the Diocese of 
Lansing are starting the Walking with Moms in Need ministry precisely to help pregnant and parenting 
mothers in need. It is time to get involved in a ministry like this, or to support our local crisis pregnancy 
center. 

The hardships these women face can be alleviated by other means than killing the unborn, and it is a 
grave injustice to pretend otherwise. 

 

Myth: Women will be harmed by this decision.  

Virtually all states with “trigger” laws to ban abortion include an exception for medical emergencies, and 
stipulate that the person punished under the law would be the person performing the abortion, not the 
woman seeking one. 

In addition, at least one expert observer says cases of women being prosecuted for obtaining abortions 
are very unlikely to occur.   

 

Myth: Women could now be criminally liable or jailed after having miscarriages.  

The problem with abortion is that it intentionally ends an innocent life. A miscarriage carries no such 

intent. It is not, and never has been, the target of pro-life advocacy. 

Incidents in the U.S. where a mother could be jailed for a miscarriage are relatively rare, and often 

involve instances where women used illegal and harmful drugs during pregnancy. 

 

Myth: Treatment for ectopic pregnancy is considered an abortion, and thus many women will likely 

die from lack of treatment in states where abortion is illegal. 

There are three common medical procedures to address ectopic pregnancies, two surgical and one 
involving a drug. In all of the procedures, the embryo dies. From a Catholic perspective, direct abortion 



— the intentional killing of an unborn baby — is never permitted, but a procedure to save a woman‘s life 
that has the unintended effect of an unborn baby’s death is morally permissible. 

Medical professionals have noted that virtually every state regulation contains an explicit exception for 
ectopic pregnancy treatment — which, again, is generally not considered the same as an abortion.  

 

Myth: This decision will open the door to making contraception, IVF, interracial marriage, and/or 

same-sex marriage illegal 

No. It is a basic principle of American criminal law that statutes are not construed to incidentally ban 
adjacent but unrelated conduct. The law must be specific in what it prohibits. So, a law banning abortion 
does not affect contraception or IVF, unless it says so specifically.  

With regards to contraception: there are no Michigan laws against birth control and no plans for future 
laws that would interfere with women having access to birth control (or access to mammograms or pre-
natal care for that matter). 

 

Myth: Women in states where surgical abortions are banned will be unable to get abortions, unless 

they travel.  

Again, the reality is that abortion will remain accessible for many women who seek it out. Part of the 
reason for this is the proliferation of the “abortion pill,” also known as medication abortion. According 
to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control's most recent Abortion Surveillance report, for the year 2019, 
“early medical abortions” made up 42.3% of abortions that year. 

The two-pill regimen is fully approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, which in late 2021 
authorized doctors to prescribe the drugs online and mail the pills, allowing women to perform early 
abortions — up to ten weeks of gestation — without leaving their homes. It is up to the state to 
mandate that a clinician be physically present when the pills are administered as there are always risks. 
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